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DETAILED ACTION 



Notice to Applicant 

1 . This communication is in response to action filed 26 October 2006. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 17-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ibarra (6119097) in view of Eder (2001/0034628). 

4. As per claim 17, Ibarra teaches a computer system, comprising: 

An employee setup mechanism to create a database record for an employee (Ibarra; 
Abstract); 

a data receive mechanism to receive data units from a given source and to store the 
received data units, the received data units as stored being associated with plural data 
unit types (Ibarra; Col. 5, lines 1-5 and Col. 6, lines 41-48); 

Ibarra does not expressly teach: 
a metric name input presenter preconfigured to present, on a computer screen, a metric 
name input field to receive from user input a flexible textual character term coining a name 
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for a custom performance metric to be defined; a data unit type input presenter 
preconfigured to present, on a computer screen, data unit type input fields corresponding 
to the new performance metric, to receive from user input selected type terms indicating 
select ones of the plural data unit types to be collected and used to formulate the custom 
performance metric; an operator input presenter preconfigured to present, on a computer 
screen, an operator input field to receive from user input at least one defined mathematical 
operation to be performed on received and stored data units associated with the selected 
type terms in the formulation of the custom performance metric; and a data association 
mechanism to associate the textual character term with the selected types and with the at 
least one defined mathematical operation. 

However, these features are well known in the art as evidenced by Eder. In 
particular Eder teaches utilizing different valuation methodology (reads on "performance 
metric"; Eder; Pg. 3, Para. 27). Eder teaches an application database for storing user 
input, extracted information and system calculations (Eder; pg. 5, Para. 48). Eder further 
teaches a data dictionary window and prompting the user for any input required to define 
data fields (Eder; pg. 10, para. 82) It would have obvious to add these features to the 
method taught by Ibarra with the motivation of to provide information that would be useful 
in improving the business (Eder; Pg. 2, Para. 19). 



5. 



As per claims 18-26 Ibarra does not expressly teach: 

wherein the data receive mechanism comprises an integration engine; 



Application/Control Number: 09/672,829 
Art Unit: 3626 



Page 4 



wherein the data receive mechanism comprising an integration engine arid a 
performance management system database; 

wherein the data receive mechanism includes one or more application 

programming interfaces and an integration engine; 

wherein the given source includes a source database; 

wherein the given source further includes a structured database of 

workforce manager that can produce reports on employee performance; 

wherein the given source comprises a source database of a third party 

system; 

wherein the received data units are stored in a performance 
, management database; 

wherein the received data units are stored in a structured manner using 
one or more application programming interfaces; 
• wherein the received data units are received in flat-file reports. 

However, these features are well known in the art as evidenced by Eder. In 
particular Eder teaches a computer based human resource system where the databases, 
tables and files are accessed to complete a business valuation (Eder; Pg. 9, para. 74 and 
Table 11). It would have obvious to add these features to the method taught by Ibarra with 
the motivation of to provide information that would be useful in improving the business 
(Eder; Pg. 2, Para. 19). 

As per claims 27-34 Ibarra does not expressly teach: 

wherein the data configuration user interface comprises a configuration 
functions mechanism and a user interface; 
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wherein the data configuration user interface comprises a graphical user 
interface; 

wherein the graphical user interface comprises a Windows 7 " 1 based 
interface; 

further comprising a performance data user interface to receive 

performance data from personnel within an organization; 

wherein the performance data user interface comprises an information 

management function mechanism and a user interface; 

wherein the performance data user interface comprises a graphical user 

interface; 

wherein the graphical user interface includes an HTML user interface; 
wherein the performance data user interface receives performance data 
provided in real time via an HTML user interface in response to a 
request. 

However, these features are well known in the art as evidenced by 
Eder. In particular Eder teaches a user-interface portion (Eder; Pg. 5; Para. 
53) and connection via an interconnection network (Eder; Pg. 5, Para. 53). It 
would have obvious to add these features to the method taught by Ibarra with 
the motivation of to provide information that would be useful in improving the 
business (Eder; Pg. 2, Para. 19). 

Claims 35-39 repeat limitations of claims 17-34 and the reasons for rejection 
are incorporated herein. 



Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michelle Linh-Giang Le whose telephone number is 571- 
272-8207. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5PM, M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on 571-272-6776. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




LLe 




